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While gazing at the endless blue from the southernmost tip of Attica, the
Temple of Poseidon whispers into our ears its legends and history from
the antiquity to the present day. | Ateviovtag to anépavto yaddZio and to WORDS
VOTIOTEPO AKpPO TNG ATTIKNAG, 0 Nadg tou MNoosldwva wibupidel toug puboug Kat ELENA

TNV LOTOopPia Tou and Tnv apxaldtnta we TiG PEPEG Pag.

Perched on the steep cliffs of Cape Sounion, the imposing
temple remains silent for thousands of years as a
reminder of the appreciation and respect that the ancient
Athenians, especially the sailors, felt for god Poseidon and
his kingdom of the sea.

An important strategic point and tremendous proof that

our ancient ancestors knew exactly where to build their
temples, this postcard-perfect temple was built of local
white marble in a Doric style between 444 and 440 BC on
the ruins of an archaic temple. It was from this cape that
the city-state of Athens controlled the sea passage to the
Aegean and Piraeus, its central port, as well as the peninsula
of Lavreotiki, whose lucrative silver mines helped Athens
become a super power in the 5th century BC.

The architect of the Temple of Poseidon was probably the
one who built Thisseion in the Ancient Agora of Athens.

He adorned the temple with Parian marble sculptures
depicting the Labours of Theseus, as well as battles with the
Centaurs and Giants. Whatever is left of them is exhibited

at the Lavrion Museum, while the impressive kouroi that
once dominated the temple enclosure are kept today at the
Archaeological Museum of Athens.

According to mythology, the king of Athens, Aegeas, stood on
this same rock, waiting for the return of his son Theseus from
Crete, where he had gone to kill the Minotaur. When he saw

in the horizon the ship returning with black sails, he jumped
into the sea, which has since been named Aegean. It is also
believed that Menelaus buried his captain here on his return
from Troy. The temple of Poseidon was equally popular with
the early historian travellers, many of whom engraved their
names on the ruins such as the philhellene Lord Byron, who
etched his name on one of the pillars of the temple.

The Temple of Poseidon is one of the most important

sights and archaeological sites in the world. In addition

to its centuries-old history, its mystical atmosphere and
unique energy, watching the sunset from here, when the

sun’s rays illuminate the temple, is simply breathtaking, also
thanks to the panoramic views across the coastline and the
neighbouring islands.

MATHIOPOULOU

YKappaAwpévog ota andkpnpva Bpdxia 0To akpwtnpLo Tou
Youviou, 0 eNPBANTIKEG vadG Napapevel GlwnnAGS yia XIALASES
xpovia wg unevBupLon NG extipnong kat tou oefacpou nou
étpeqayv ol apxaiol ABnvaliol kal kupiwg ot vautikol, yia tov Bed
Mooeldwva kal to BaAaooivéd tou BaciAelo.

Ynpavtikd otpatnyikd onpeio kat tpavi anddelén étt ot apxaiot
pag npdyovol yvwplav noAd kaAd nou va eridxvouy toug vaoug
TOUG, TO MOAUPWIOYPAPNHEVO LEPO KATAOKEUAOTNKE and Tomkd
A€UKO pdpuapo g dwplkd pubpd, petall 444 kat 440 n.X. ndvw
ota epeinia evég apxdikou vaou. And to akpwthplo eEGAAOU, N
NoAN - Kpdtog Twv ABnvv éAeyxe To BaAdooio népacpia npog
10 Awyalo kal Tov MNelpald, to Kevrpikd tng Alpdvt, kabwg kal tn
XEPOOVNOO TNG AQUPEWTIKAG pe Ta NAouola petaAAeia apyupou,
xapig ota onofa avadeixOnke oe unepduvapn tov 50 at. n.X.
Apxitéktovag tou vaou tou lNooeldiva, htav niBavétata o
{6106 nou éxtioe to Onoeio atnv Apxaia Ayopd tng ABrvag,

0 onofog otdAloe To vad pe yAuntd andé naplavé pappapo

nou anelkévi{av Toug ABAoug Tou Onoéa, kabBwg Kal Haxeg Pe
Kevtaupoug kat Nyavteg. Ooa éxouv owBel napouacidlovtal
oto Mouoeio tou Aaupiou, evd ol evtunwaolako({ koupot nou
6¢anolav kanote atov nepiBoAo tou vaou, puAdooovtal
onpepa oto ApxaloAoyiké Mouoe(o tng ABrvag.

Katd tn puBoloyia, oe autdv tov idlo Ppdxo otdBnke o
BaotAlag tng ABnvag, Atyaiag, nepiuévovag v eNoTpoen Tou
yloU tou ©noéa and tnv Kpntn, énou eixe ndel yla va okoTWoEel
Tov Mivwtaupo, ki 6tav avtikploe oto BaBog tou opidovia

T0 NAoio va yupva pe pavpa navid, nhdnée ato néAayog, nou
ané téte Nhpe To bvopd tou, Ayalo. ESW, Aéyetal enfong étL o
MevéAaog katd tnv enotpon tou and tnv Tpola éBaye tov
Kanetdvio tou. E€{oou dnpo@IANG TONoG Kal yla Toug NPWToug
LOTOpPLKOUG NEPINYNTEG, MOAAO( Ntav exkelvol mou xdpa&av ta
ovépatd toug ndvw ota gpeinia tou vaou tou Mooelbwva,
onwg o pLAéAAnvag Aopdog Bupwy, o onoiog éypawe to 6vopd
ToUu ndvw o€ évav anod toug kioveg tou vaou.

‘Eva ané ta onpavtikétepa aglobéata kat apxaloAoyikoug

XWPOUG 0TV KOO0, KTOG and tn pakpaiwvn otopla tou, n
oTiypn g duong xapilel éva ouyKAoVIoTIKO nAloPaciAepa,
Snploupywvtag éva puBiké oknviké Pe navopapikn Béa oe 6An
TNV aKTOYPApHN KAl Ta YELTOVIKA vNold.

A place popular with early historian travellers, many of whom engraved their
names on the ruins of the Temple of Poseidon | Anpo@iAng tonog yia toug
NPWTOUG LOTOPLKOUG NEPLNYNTEG, NnoAAol Ntav ekeivol nou xdpagav ta ovopatd
TOUG NAvw oTa £peinta tou vaou tou Moosldwva

ISSUE 01 / 2020-2021





