
SEARCH AND RESCUE



Legislation

◼ Obligations of the coastal state

◼ Obligations of the shipmaster



United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS)
Article 98 

Every coastal State shall promote the establishment, 
operation and maintenance of an adequate and effective 
search and rescue service regarding safety on and over the 
sea and, where circumstances so require, by way of mutual 
regional arrangements, to co-operate with neighbouring 
states for this purpose.  



Safety of Life at Sea convention
SOLAS V

States ensure that any necessary arrangements are 
made for coast watching and for the rescue of 
persons in distress at sea around its coasts



Search and Rescue
SAR convention 1979

Parties shall ensure that 
assistance is provided to any 
person in distress at sea.



Coastal state

other services

◼ MEDEVAC

◼ Medical advice

◼ Is there a fee? 

◼ Difference between rescue and salvage



Greece

◼ SRR region

◼ Cooperation with other countries

◼ Joint Rescue Coordination Center JRCC 

Hellenic Coast Guard





COSPAS-SARSAT GRMCC





United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

every State shall require the master of a ship flying 
its flag, in so far as he can do so without serious 
danger to the ship, the crew or the passengers, inter 
alia, to render assistance to any person found at sea 
and in danger of becoming lost



The master of a ship at sea which is in a position to be 
able to provide assistance on receiving information from 
any source that persons are in distress at sea, is bound to 
proceed with all speed to their assistance, if possible 
informing them or the search and rescue service that the 
ship is doing so. 

Safety of Life at Sea convention
SOLAS V



The obligation of ships to go to the 
assistance of vessels in distress was 
enshrined both in tradition and in 
international treaties 

Search and rescue at sea has been always carried 
out under principles of the customary law of 
the sea obliging vessels and states to help persons 
whose ships are in distress at sea. 



Ship Master

◼ SOLAS and COLREG 

◼ “Misuse of distress signals is prohibited”



Responsibilities of the ship 

master in distress

◼ Use distress signals and inform rescue center 

and other vessels

◼ Use life saving appliances

◼ Cooperate with search and rescue units and 

other vessels, provide all necessary information

◼ Have a plan B

◼ Be patient and calm



Cases and videos for 

discussion




