A tour of the historic land of Lavreotiki
reveals several interesting spots, impressive
archaeological sites, the oldest surviving
theatre in Greece, pine groves ideal for hiking
and cycling, as well as ancient mines that will
take you on a trip back in time through the
glorious history of the city. | Fepdtn a€lobéarg,
N NEPLAYNON OTNV LOTOPLIKN AQUPEWTIKA YN
anokaduntel EVIUNWOoLakoUg apxalonoyLlkoug
XWPOUG, To apxaldtepo cwldpevo Béatpo otnv
EAAGSA, NEUKOPUTEG NEPLOXEG LOAVIKEG Y1a
nePLNATNTEG Kal nodnAdteg, anAd kal apxaia
petanneia nou Ba oag ta§lééyouv nicw oto
Xpovo atn Aapnpn Lotopia Tng néAng.

WORDS ELENA MATHIOPOULOU

Sounio National Park

Thanks to its crucial historical, geological and
archaeological importance, Greece’s smallest nature park
is the perfect setting for both nature lovers and history
enthusiasts. A dense network of dirt roads and trails will
bring you to ancient quarries, mining workshops, ancient
ore washeries, tanks, trenches and wells, as well as the
highlight of the park, the famous “Chaos™ a stunning
chasm, 55-foot deep and 120m in diameter, which was
probably created by the collapse of the roof of a cave. Walk
around the ancient galleries that are easy to find if you
look for large openings in the ground and observe the ruins
of the facilities where the silver for the coins of Ancient
Athens came from.

EOVIKOG Apupog Zouviou

Me peyao 1oTopiko, YEWAOYIKO Kal apXaloAoyikd
evblapépov, o Hikpdtepog Spupdg tng EAAGSAG éxel va
entbei€el éva navépopo aknvikd Tdoo yia Toug AATpELg
NG pUoNg 600 Kal tng lotopiag. ‘Eva nukvéd diktuo
XWHATodpopwWY Kal Povonatiwyv Ba oag pepouy Pnpootd
oe apxaia Aatopela, pETaAAeUTIKA EpyacTtnpla, apxala
nAUVTApIa HETaAAeUpatog, de€apeveg, Tappoug Kal
nnyadia, aAAd kat to highlight tou pupoy, To ovopaotd
«XA0oG»: éva evtunwolakd Bapabpo oxeddv KUKALKOU
oxnpatog, BaBoug 55 p. kat dtapétpou 120 p., To onoio
niBavédtata oxnpatiotnke Adyw NG Katdppeuong TG
opo®ng onnAafou. MepinynBeite ot apxaieg 0ToEG nou
Eexwpilouv and ta peydia avolypata ato €5aqog Kat
napatnpelote ta epeinia twv eykataotdoswv an’ énou
€Byatve to aonpl yla ta vop{opata tng Apxalag ABnvag.
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Ancient Theatre of Thoricus

The first stone theatre of ancient Greece
dates back to the end of the Archaic Age
(between 525-480 BC) and is considered to
be the oldest surviving theatre in Greece.
Just before the northern entrance to the
city of Lavrio, the easily accessible ancient
theatre of Thoricus is not circular like the
ancient theatres of later years, but ellipsoid
with a rectangular orchestra. Equally
impressive is its location, which offers
astounding views across the area. Entrance
is free of charge and there are scattered
ancient tanks and washeries around the
place. On the east side of the hill lies the
largest vaulted tomb of the Mycenaean
period while the rest of the tombs are near
the top of the hill. According to the findings
of the Belgian archaeological mission that
worked here between 1963-1976, Thoricus
was one of the oldest settlements in Attica
and one of its oldest naval fortresses.

Mineralogical Museum

Housed in a fine specimen of the 19th
century industrial architecture of Lavrio
and one of the few remnants of the
stunning industrial complex of the “Hellenic
Society” ore washeries, the museum
presents the grandeur of the inexhaustible
natural wealth of the land of Lavreotiki.
The Museum’s collection of unique, rare
and beautiful minerals from the land of
Lavreotiki is constantly enriched with more
than 3,200 mineral specimens. Everything
is in crystalline form with striking lustre and
colours. More than 610 types of minerals
have been found in its subsoil to date (16%
of the world’s known minerals), which is
why Lavreotiki has been rightly described
as an “endless natural, mineral-chemical
laboratory”. The museum’s exhibits also
include silver coins of the 4th century BC
made of silver obtained from the area’s
mines, several lead ingots dating back to
the ancient years and all the way to the last
century, and tools and equipment of miners
who worked there. Andrea Cordella
Avenue, +30 22920 26270, emel.gr

Sounio National Park |
EBVIKOG Apupdg Zouviou
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Mineralogical Museum
| Opuktodoyiké Mouaoeio

Ancient Theatre of Thoricus |
Apxaio Béatpo Bopikou
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Apxaio 0£atpo OoplkoU

To npwto nétplvo BEatpo TN apxaiag
EAAGOag xpovoAoyeital ota TéAn Tng
Apxaikng Enoxng (petau 525- 480 n.X.) kal
Bewpeital To apxatdtepo owlbpevo BEatpo
otn xwpa. Me elkoAn npdoBaon, Alyo nptv

Tn Boépela eioodo tng n6ANG Tou Aaupliou, To
apxaio B€atpo tou OopikoU OeV EXEL KUKALKS
oxnpa énwe ta petayevéotepa apxaia
Beatpa, aAld eAAeloeldég pe opBoyvia
opxnotpa. E€loou evtunwotakn eivat kat n
B¢on tou, n onola Nnpoo@épel aponAlotikn Béa
oe 6An tnv neploxn. H e{loodog elval eAevBepn
Kal 0TO XWpPo undpxouv dlaonapteg apxaieg
de€apeveg Kal PETAAAEUTIKA NAuvTApLa. ZTnv
avatoAlkn nAeupd tou Adgpou Bploketal o
peyaAutepog BoAwToG Tapog tng Muknvaikng
neptodou Kal kKovid otnv kopupn Ppiokovtat
Ta epelnia twv undérotnwv tapwv. O Oopikdg,
oUp@WVa Pe TIG avaoKapIkéG EPEUVEG TNG
BeAYIKNG apxaloAoylkng anooTtoAng petacy
1963-1976, ntav £vag and Toug apxaldtepoug
0lKIOPOUG TNG ATTIKAG Kal éva and ta
apxatétepa vautikd opoupld tng.

Opuktonoyiké Mouosio

YTeyaopévo o€ €va Ktiopa npdtuno Tng
Blopnxavikng apxIteKTovikng tou Aaupiou
TOU NEPAOHEVOU alwva Kal éva and ta Afya
anopelvaptla tou ekNAnNKTKoU Blopnxavikou
ouUYKPOTAPAatog Twv MNAuvtnpiwy
peTaAAeupatog tng «EAANVIKAG Etalpeiagy,
T0 pouceio napouotddlel to peyaleio

Tou ave&avtAntou (uatkol NAoUTou TNG
Aaupewtikng yng. H ouAAoyn tou Mouaoeiou
nou anoteAeital and povadikd, o€ onavidtnta
Kal opop@Ld, 0pUKTA TNG AQUPEWTIKNG

yng, eunAoutieTal ouvexws Eenepvaovtag

Ta 3.200 éeiypata opuktwv. OAa eival o
KPUOTAAALKEG HOPMEG HE EVTUNWOIAKES
Adpyelg kat xpwpata. Meptoodtepa and 610
€{dn opuKkTwWV éxouy, Ewg onpepa, evionioel
070 UNEdaPog NG (to 16% twv naykoop{wg
YVWOTWVY 0PUKTWY), Y1 AUTO Kal N AQUPEWTLIKN
éxel xapaktnploBei opBwG wg «avefaviAnto
(PUOLKO, OPUKTOXNUIKG EpYAcTAPLO». XTa
ekBépata tou pouoefou neptAapBavoval
eniong, apyupd vopiopata tou 4ou n.X.
alwva, kataogkeuaopéva anod Tov dpyupo Twv
HETAAAE{WY, «<XEAWDVES» HOAUBOOU and tnv
apxatéTnTa €wg Tov NEPACHEVO alwva Kal
epyaleia kat e€onAlopdg Twv peTaAAwpUXwWV
nou epydotnkav ekei. Aew@opog Avdpéa
Kop&éAAa, +30 22920 26270, emel.gr



Archaeological Museum

Very small but extremely interesting, the
museum sheds light on the centuries-old
history of the land of Lavreotiki from the
antiquity to the 19th century, presenting all
the ancient finds collected from the area.
Among the exhibits in the first hall you will
admire findings related to mining and you will
learn how ore was mined and processed in the
antiquity. Meanwhile, the second hall houses
mainly ceramic findings from excavations at
various sites of Lavreotiki dating back to the
Neolithic and all the way to the Early Christian
period (6th century BC - 4th century AD). The
patio houses the impressive surviving relief
frieze of the Temple of Poseidon created by
Cycladic artisans of the 5th century BC, which
bears themes from the Battle of the Centaurs
and the Battle of the Giants. It also houses
tombstones and votive reliefs, statues of
goddesses Artemis and Kiveli. The latter was
worshipped in Lavreotiki because she was the
goddess of the underworld. You will also see
the model of a temple, as well as a section of a
mosaic floor from an Early Christian basilica.

1 Andrea Cordella Avenue, +30 2292022817

Lavrion Technological-
Cultural Park

Housed in the old premises of the French Mining
Company of Lavrion, the Park spreads over 24.5
hectares and includes 41 building units that
have been characterised as listed monuments.
This centre for technology, research and culture
was created by the NTUA and it permanently
hosts companies involved in the production,
development and implementation of innovative
ideas, products and services in the field of
modern technologies and NTUA laboratories
and educational institutions, such as the
Lavrion Environmental Education Centre and
the Handicraft-Industrial Educational Museum.
Additionally, periodic seminars and workshops
are held here along with a variety of cultural
events, while the venue is also often used as a
film set. Developments, initiatives and synergies
created by the LTCP contribute consistently and
decisively to the promotion of the history of the
wider region of Lavreotiki, while at the same
time it is an important pillar of innovation and a
milestone for the development and evolution of
Lavrion.

www.ltcp.ntua.gr
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Lavrion Technological-Cultural Park |
Texvonoyikd-MNoAttiotikd Mdpko Aaupiou
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ApxatoAoyik6 Mouocio

MoAU pikpd aAAd e€alpetikd evblapépoy, To
pouaoeio pwrticel tn pakpalwvn lotopia tng
AQuPEWTIKNG and tnv apxaldtnta wg tov 190
aiwva, napouaialovtag 6Aa ta apxaia eupnpata
nou éxouv Bpebei otnv neploxn. Metagl twv
ekBepdtwy, otnv 1n aiBouoa Ba defte eupnpata
nou oxetidovtal pe Ta PeTtaAAeia kal tov Tpdno
€€0pUENG Kal eneCepyaoiag Tou peTaAAedpatog
Katd tnv apxalétnta, evw otn 2n aibouoa
ektiBevtal kuplwg kepapika eupnpata and
avaokageg oe Sldpopa onpela TG AQUPEWTIKAG,
nou xpovoAoyouvtat anéd tnv NeoAlBikn wg tnv
MaAaloxplotiavikn nepiodo (60¢ at. n.X. — 40g
1.X). ZTo aiBplo, evtunwoldlouv ol cwlOpeVeES
avayAugeg NAAkeS tng {wPdpou Tou vaou

Tou lNooeldva ato Zouvio pe Bépata and

TNV KEVTaupopaxia kat tn ylyavropaxia, €pyo
KukAaditwv texvitdv tou 5ou atwva n. X,
entuppla kat avabnpatikd avayAuea, ayaApata
g Bedg Aptépidog kat tng KuBEANG mou
AatpeUtnke oTn Aaupewtikn €netdn Atav Bed tou
KATw KOOPOU, opoiwpa vaou, kabwg kat éva Tpnpa
Wnedwtol danédou and NaAaloxploTiavikn
BaoiAikn. Aew@opog Avépéa KopbéAAa 1,
+30 2292022817

TexvoAoyikd-MoAttiotikd Napko
Aauplou

YTEYAOPEVO OTIG NAALEG EYKATAOTACELG TNG
laAAiknG Etaipeiag MetaAAgiwv Aaupiou, To
lMapko blabetel va xwpo 245 oTpepPPaTwy pe

471 KTUPLAKEG HOVASEG, 0L omofeg aTo 0UVOAS

TOUG €x0Uv avaknpuxBel pvnpeio NOAITIOTIKAG
KAnpovopdg. Kévtpo texvoloyiag, £peuvag kat
noAltiopou, dnpoupyndnke pe npwtofouAia Tou
E.M.[. kal aTo xwpo Tou PlAoEevolvtal povipa
eTalpe{eg nou aoxoAouvtal Pe TN napaywyn,

TNV avantuén Kal Tnv eQappoyn Kavotopwy
16EWV, NPOIOVTWV Kal UNNPECLWV OTOV TOHEA

TWV 0UYXPOVWY TEXVOAOYLWV, EpYACTAPLA TOU
EMIM kat eknaibeutikol popeic, 6nwg to Kévipo
MepiBarroviikng Exknaideuong AaupewTiKAG kat
10 Blopnxaviké Biotexviké Eknaibeutiké Mouoeio.
Eniong, iopyavvovtat neplodika oepivapia kat
NUEPIBEG Kal MOIKIAEG MOAITIOTIKEG EKONAWOELG, EVWD
0 XWPOG anoteAel KABIEPWHEVO KIVNHATOYPAPLIKS
nAatw. Me tnv avantuén, tn 6pdon kat Tig
ouvéepyeleg nou To THMA dnpioupyel, cupBAAAeL
otaBepd otnv NpofoAn kat tnv avadeign tng
l0Topiag tg eupUTEPNG NEPLOXAG, ANOTEAWDVTAG
Tautdxpova onpavtikd ndAo kavotopiag, aAAd kat
opdonpo yia tnv avantuén kat GEAEN TNG NeEPLOXNG
tou Aaupiou. www.ltcp.ntua.gr





